MARSHAL   NEY
Mean-while he was making the round of cavalry
garrisons in the role of inspector; and three months after
his first meeting with Aglae he visited the Chateau at
Grignon where, -what with the advice of his friends and
his now clean-shaven appearance, he gradually improved
his chances of winning the girl's favour. By May things
had sufficiently progressed to warrant a first proposal
which, as custom demanded, was sent to M. Auguie, to
whom Josephine also forwarded a letter of commenda-
tion. Within a few days the proposal was accepted, and
on July zjth their marriage contract was drawn up in
Paris.
Ney's settlement included the country house near
Nancy, valued at 80,000 francs, and 12,000 francs in
actual money. This was comparatively little for one 'who
had led the march of a Republican army at a time when
baggage trains of loot -were not unknown to the general
officer; while he accompanied his first little gift of jewel-
lery with a proud explanation, to the effect that it was
neither pearls nor diamonds since a soldier's sword was
not for the purchasing of gain, but glory.
The chapel of the chateau at Grignon had fallen into
the usual state of neglect under the Revolution. It was
now restored for the marriage ceremony on August 5th
under the professional direction of the artist Isabey, who
saw to the massing of flowers, foliage, and wax lights
down the aisles and in suspension from the roof, with a
military band performing in the music gallery. General
Ney wore his splendid full parade uniform and a jewelled
sword which had been brought from Aboukir by the
First Consul. He had no scruples against appearing in
military state; but the homely casting of his character
was shown by the attendance of an old peasant couple
from the village, who "were celebrating their golden
wedding in the French fashion of renewal, and had been
dressed for the occasion by the younger lovers.
'These old people/ said Ney, revealing that his senti-
ments were untouched by the wearing of epaulettes and
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